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The Outgoing Chairperson of the Malawi Human Rights @Gussion,Ms. Scader

Louis

The Law CommissioneMs. Rosemary Kumitsonyo Kanyuka
All Outgoing Commissioners

TheUN Resident CoordinatpMs. Rebecca Add®ontoh
TheResident representative for UNDP, Shigeki Komatsubara
The Clerk of ParliamenMrs. FionaKalemba

Members of stafof the Malawi Human Rights Commission
The Media

Ladies and gentlemen.

Good evening to all of you!

| sincerely feel greatly honoured and highly privileged to mtke statement
todayon behalf of the Minister of Justice, Hamable Titus Mvalo He would have
loved tobe present at this function, however he is also attending another equally

important activity. Hence his assignment to me to represent him.

The Malawi Human Rights Commission is one of the most important governance

institutions in Malawi with extensive powers transcending public and private
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institutions. | notice that under section 12 of the Human Rights Commission Act
(Chapter 3:08 of the Laws of Malawil), The Commi ssi on shall
every respect to prote@nd promote human rights in Malawi in the broadest

sense possible and to investigate violations of human rights on its own motion or
upon complaints received from amfhg per ¢
Constitution at section 129 emphatically giveg tHuman Rights Commission
power s of iohviolations bfghe tight®atcorded by this Constitution

or any oMankelre phragséewt. he r i ghts accorded by
any ot hdemotind artwdlly any constitutionally protectegyht or right
protected by any law. To be appointed as a Commissioner of a constitutional body
with such wide ranging powers on wide ranging aspects of life is a great privilege,

a great source of pride and a great gift from God.

In this era, observanad human rights is key to sustenance of the rule of law and
attracting trade and investment. In my role as Attorney General for the Republic of
Malawi, | have been reviewing agreements with some investors. | have come to
realise thatprotection of human ghts is now key in investment and trade
agreements. | have come to learn that global reference to human right protection as
is the case with reference to aotirruption and antmoney laundering safeguards

Is akey requirement for the bankability of pegts that investors undertake. As

0 s oci a)invdstors aren required to comply with human rights as resulting
from applicable law, including international treaties for their provisions directly
applicable to the investor3he United Nations Sustaible Development Goals

also place great emphasis on promotion and protection of human tidtage

come to realise thahe work and relevance of the Commission towards social
development and economic development is perhaps underrated. You had a huge
task to counterbalance between economic development and social development.
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The aspirationsof the Constitution and thé&/ision 2063 would be a mere

pipedream if human rightse not championed and protected.

This farewellfunctionis not a sad goodbye butj@/ous celebration of men and
women that selflessly gave their time and expertise to serve in aofiéldman
rights protection and promotidhat a lot would be too reserved to setvavas in

a similar interaction on 20February, 2020 where the foemMinister of Justice
sworn in the seventh cohat the delegation of hStatePresident, Hig€xcellency
Dr Lazarus MacCathy Chakwera.

The three years that you have been with the Commission has its up and downs, yet
you persevered to the end of youmteof office. We salute youAlso remember
whatAbr aham Li nc ol The fiegy inial theougly whickawe gpass vdll

light us down, in honoordishonof t o t he | atest generatic

As a representative of tHdinister of Justice, | know that th®inistry does not
work as an islandn as far as human rights protection and promotion for all
Malawians is concernedHuman rights is a corelementin the work of the
Ministry in providing access to justice for all. | am also informed that during the
seventhcohort, the Commissioners have worked and supported the Ministry in its
work of submitting state reports knternational Human Rightdechanisms. The
Ministry of Justice has reciprocated by providing legal representation in case of

court litigation aganst the Human Rights Commission.

Page4 of 6



The Commission is a working partner of the Ministig promoting good
governance in Malawi. The Minister also present the Commission budget in
ParliamentFor this reason, it can be said that khmistry is also biddindarewell

to Commissiorrs that served thilinistry and Malawians at large.

The Government of Malawi iswugely indebted to you all for the work that you
have done with the Commission to ensure that human rights are promoted and
protectedlt is clear fromthe statement of the Chairperson and Executive Secretary
on the enormous work that you have achieved during your telhuseny utmost

honor to stand before such esteemed human rights defenders. As a citizen of this
wonderful country, it gives me a seneé assurance in the freedoms that are
guaranteed to me because of the work of the Malawi Human Rights Commission
and the contributions of the Commissioners in making the work d@ah@mnission

not only possible but both effective and efficient.

| would like to reaffirmthe Ministryd sontinua@ support andcollaborationwith

the Malawi Human Rights Commission in ensuring tredt Malawians are
accorded the human rights that they are entitled dafaat all Malawians are able

to access various remedies dhdt justice is not selectiveOur support will be to
ensure that the upoming reaccreditation in October, 2023 by the Global Alliance

of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) is successful and the
Commi ssion retain i tldevebWes wilSalsasuppat the t i
Commissionto ensure that it submits is-annual reports to African Commission

on Human Peoples Rights (ACHPR).
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To the outgoingCommissioners] have particularly followed with keen interest
your works during your tenurespecially regarding investigations of reports of
human rights violation. Very remarkable achievements have been attained by your
team which has gone a long way towards strengthening the trust of the
Commission, and invariably the rule of law. The repdhist | have read are
masterpieces. You will be retiring with your shoukdkeigh. Everything that
happens in our |ife, I meYamu twer g oalds a |
watchmen over public officers. As watchmen, you were able to warn usstgain
possible violation of Human Right¥ou have served your nah and you have
served us wellthere are no words to express the gratitude that we all have for your
service.We shall forever be indebted to you for what you have donehi® t
Country. And asyou retiring remember the worgdsbnce a soldier always a
soldier.6To this end, | believéhat@®nce a human rights defender, always a human
rights defendetfiYou are forever etched in the history of this nation and we will
forever lookup to you as outeaders\With these few remarks, and gratitude to the
organizers of this functiompn behalf of the Government, | wish yand your

family who supported you during this journeyg@od health anduccessful life.

| thank you for listening.

May the MostHigh God bless you All!
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